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GLOBAL WEST VIRGINIA
Increasing Study Abroad Participation Through
Collaborative Campus Partnerships

LEARNING OUTCOMES
➤

➤

➤

Gain an understanding on the impact of studying abroad and the
initiatives designed to increase student participation in West Virginia.
Increase knowledge of funding opportunities and advising resources
related to study abroad.
Identify methods for promoting study abroad at the institutional and
departmental levels.

PRESENTERS
➤

➤

➤

Scott Robertson, Assistant Dean of Students for TRIO Programs &
SSS Director, WVU Tech
Dr. Clark Egnor, Director, Oﬃce of International Programs,
WV Higher Education Policy Commission
Ray Bates, Director of Institutional Relations, KEI Abroad

THE IMPORTANCE
OF GLOBAL
EDUCATION
Scott Robertson

Assistant Dean of Students for
TRIO Programs & SSS Director,
WVU Tech

HIGH-IMPACT EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES
➤

As part of the Liberal Education and America’s Promise
(LEAP) initiative, the Association of American Colleges and
Universities (AAC&U), has identified Diversity/Global
Learning as one of the high-impact educational practices that
institutions can implement to ensure students acquire the
essential learning outcomes necessary to thrive in our
economy and in a globally engaged democracy.

➤

AAC&U research on high-impact practices indicate:

➤

➤

Student learning and completion rates positively impacted

➤

Greater impact for historically underserved students

➤

Underserved students are less likely to participate

For additional information, visit: www.aacu.org/leap.

IMPACT OF STUDYING ABROAD
➤

Studies have shown that students who study abroad have better
grades, experience less attrition and graduate from college at
higher rates than students who do not study abroad.
➤

University System of Georgia found the students who studied
abroad had a 17.8% higher 4-year graduation rate than those
who did not study abroad, and the graduation rate for AfricanAmerican students that studied abroad was 31.2% higher.

➤

Indiana University reported that study abroad students earned
higher grades (3.21 vs. 3.12 GPA) and completed degrees in
six years at a higher rate (95.3% vs. 68.5%) than their peers.

➤

Addition research findings available at:
http://globaledresearch.com/study-abroad-impact.asp

EMPLOYERS VALUE STUDY ABROAD
➤

Based on responses from 10,000 hiring managers and CEOs in 116 nations,
the 2011 QS Global Employer Survey found that 60% of respondents said
they do "value an international study experience”.

➤

AIM Overseas reported 61% of surveyed employers agreed that an overseas
study experience was a positive attribute on a resume, and 72% agreed that
knowing a second language adds to the appeal of a prospective employee.

➤

Based on a survey conducted by IES Abroad, 90% of study abroad alumni
found their first job within six months of graduation as compared to just
49% of respondents in a separate survey of the national college graduate
population.

➤

According to US News, an increased number of employers desire
employees with both "hard" and "soft" skills, such as the ability to adapt to
changing circumstances and the willingness to learn through experience.
These are skills developed as a result of studying abroad.

EXPANDING
INTERNATIONAL
EDUCATION IN
WEST VIRGINIA
Dr. Clark Egnor

Director, Oﬃce of
International Programs,
WV HEPC

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS
➤

Oﬃce of International Programs (OIP) established in September 2013.

➤

OIP seeks to enhance the international education of every public and
private higher education institution in West Virginia to better prepare
their students for the state’s growing global economy.
➤ Investments from over 30 countries.
➤ Over 1,000 companies exporting $8.6 billion per year.
➤ These foreign investments and exports support about 100,000 jobs.

➤

Provides overall leadership and coordination of the “Global West
Virginia” International Education Consortium.

➤

Facilitates the development and implementation of policies and
procedures for administration of international education at all of the
public state colleges and universities.

➤

The Director of the OIP reports directly to the Vice Chancellor for
Academic Aﬀairs at the WVHEPC.

WHAT WE DO?

Promote West Virginia as a study destination for
international students
➤

Currently, 4,471 international students enrolled at 23 public and private
institutions in WV contribute over 100 million dollars to the state’s economy.

➤

Developing a global recruitment consortium at the state system level called
“Study WV” that campuses can utilize to increase international enrollments.

➤

Recent and on-going initiatives have included:
➤

➤
➤

➤
➤

Partnering with EducationUSA, U.S. Commercial Service, Foreign
Governments & Embassies, WV Development Oﬃce, WV Export Council to
promote WV as a study destination.
Establishment of a J-1 exchange visitor consortium.
Targeted recruitment eﬀorts in Mexico and China through sister-state
higher education cooperative agreement.
Online recruitment via the Study WV website: http://StudyWV.org.
Exploring agent-based recruitment.

WHAT WE DO?

Establish a state-wide study abroad consortia to
increase the number of students going abroad
➤

Currently, about 1,000 students enrolled at public and private institutions
in West Virginia study abroad each year (ranked 47th nationally).

➤

Partnering with KEI Abroad to expand statewide oﬀering of study abroad
programs (summer, semester and exchange programs) via a “study abroad
mobile oﬃce” concept.

➤

Aﬀordable statewide summer study abroad programs in Canada and
Mexico.

➤

Sponsoring the WV-ISEP Consortium which provides access for every
qualified state public university student to over 140 study abroad
destinations in 35 countries at the same cost as studying in West Virginia.
WVU and Marshall serve as the lead institutions for the Consortium.

➤

For more information, visit: http://GlobalWV.org/StudyAbroad.

WHAT WE DO?

Establish a Collaborative Online International
Learning (COIL) Consortium
➤

COIL seeks to deepen global engagement of students in the
classroom, without requiring travel abroad by implementing online
collaboration with international partners.

➤

By linking university classes in diﬀerent countries using various
online communication technologies, students from diﬀerent
countries complete shared assignments and projects, with faculty
members from each country co-teaching and managing coursework.

➤

Established a COIL Fellows Program that is led by Glenville State
College and designed to support faculty representing all of West
Virginia’s campuses to develop COIL courses.

➤

For more information, visit: http://coil.suny.edu.

WHAT WE DO?

Partner with WV Department of Education,
WV Development Oﬃce & Education Alliance,
to conduct a Japan Outreach Initiative
➤

Hosting a Japanese Outreach Initiative (JOI) Coordinator who
serves the greater West Virginia community by facilitating
opportunities for K-12 schools, higher education and business
to gain unique perspective and enhanced understanding of
Japanese culture.

WHAT WE DO?

Provide professional development opportunities for
international educators
➤

Sponsor the West Virginia Consortium for Faculty and Course
Development in International Studies (FACDIS). Established in
1980, FACDIS includes 20 West Virginia institutions of higher
education with over 375 participating faculty in international
studies and foreign languages from more than fifteen diﬀerent
disciplines. For more information, visit: http://facdis.wvu.edu.

➤

Providing international education training and consulting
services for West Virginia faculty, staﬀ and administrators
throughout the state.
Upcoming training: “Best Practices for Study Abroad” on
December 14, 9am to 4pm at Marshall’s South Charleston campus

➤

WHAT WE DO?

Provide news and announcements of interest to
international educators in West Virginia
➤

Facebook: GlobalWestVirginia

➤

Twitter: @GlobalWV

PARTNERING
WITH
KEI ABROAD
Ray Bates, MS, MA

Director of Institutional Relations
Upward Bound Alumni, D&E

OVERVIEW OF KEI ABROAD
➤

Founded in 1997 on the belief that education abroad should be
attainable for all students regardless of their academic focus,
professional interests, foreign language proficiency and financial
means.

➤

Programs available during the semester, academic year or summer in
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East and Oceania.

➤

Courses oﬀered in English in a variety of academic concentrations;
there are no language requirements for any KEI program.

➤

Internships, community service and research opportunities are
available at most program locations.

➤

Programs include tuition, housing, pre-departure advising, airport
pickup, onsite director, orientation, mobile telephone, excursions,
24/7 emergency assistance and comprehensive insurance.

THE KEI DIFFERENCE & CORE VALUES
CULTURAL
UNDERSTANDING

GLOBAL
PARTICIPATION

ACCESS TO
EDUCATION

Regional studies &
fields trips

Major-specific
courses

Affordable,
high-quality
programs

Foreign language
options

Internships,
community
service & research

Personalized
service

Integration with
local students

No language
barriers – courses
in English

Commitment to
diversity

ACADEMIC CONCENTRATIONS IN ENGLISH
1.

Arts: Design, Visual &
Performance

9.

2.

Business & Economics

3.

Communications,
Journalism & Advertising

10. International Relations &
Political Science

4.

Computer Science &
Information Systems

12. Psychology & Social Sciences

5.

Criminology, Forensics & Law

6.

Education & Child
Development

14. Sports: Science,
Management & Training

7.

Engineering & Applied
Sciences

8.

Environment: Science,
Policy & Management

Fashion: Design, Styling &
Merchandising

11. Medicine, Health & Nutrition
13. Science & Mathematics

15. Tourism & Hospitality
16. World Languages & Regional
Studies
Course schedules & syllabi available
online at: www.KEIabroad.org

PROGRAM LOCATIONS
Global WV
Programs
➤
➤

Canada: Québec
Mexico: Puebla

KEI Programs
➤
➤
➤
➤
➤
➤
➤
➤

Australia: Gold Coast
China: Beijing
Ecuador: Guayaquil
England: London
France: Paris
India: Pune
Ireland: Dublin
Italy: Florence & Milan

➤
➤
➤
➤
➤

Japan: Akita
Kenya: Nairobi
Peru: Lima & Cuzco
Russia: Moscow
Scotland: Edinburgh

➤
➤
➤
➤
➤

Spain: Burgos
Tanzania: Dar es Salaam
Thailand: Bangkok
Turkey: Istanbul
UAE: Ras al-Khaimah

FUNDING FOR STUDY ABROAD
➤

Federal Student Aid: Yes

➤

State Aid: Varies by institution
➤

Yes, with direct billing: D&E, Glenville State, Shepherd,
UC, West Liberty, WVSU & WVWC (as of Nov 2016)

➤

Institutional Aid: Usually Yes (except waivers)

➤

KEI Grants & Scholarships:
➤

Automatic $1,000 Aﬃliation Grants for semester and
academic year programs: Shepherd, UC, West Liberty,
WVSU, WVU & WVWC (as of Nov 2016)

➤

$500 KEI Travel Grants: based on a combination of merit
and demonstrated financial need

STUDY ABROAD SCHOLARSHIPS
➤

Institutional Scholarships for Study Abroad

➤

Benjamin A. Gilman Scholarship (up to $5,000 - $8,000)
➤

Pell Grant recipients only

➤

Boren Award for International Study (up to $8,000 - $20,000)

➤

Bridging Scholarship for Japan ($2,500 - $4,000)

➤

Freeman Award for Study in Asia ($3,000 - $7,000)

➤

Fund for Education Abroad ($1,250 - $10,000)

➤

Honors Scholarships & Grants
➤

Golden Key Scholarships (amounts varies by scholarship)

➤

Phi Kappa Phi Study Abroad Grant ($1,000)

STEPS FOR STUDYING ABROAD
1. Meet with campus advisor for study abroad
2. Research programs options
3. Determine courses equivalencies with Academic Advisor
4. Discuss funding options with Financial Aid Oﬃcer
5. Research and submit applications for scholarships
6. Apply for passport
7. Select program and submit application to KEI
8. Complete acceptance procedures and campus requirements
9. Book flight and attend online pre-departure orientation
10. Start the adventure of a lifetime!

PROMOTING STUDY ABROAD
➤

Add a link for study abroad on school’s homepage

➤

Include information on study abroad in admissions materials,
campus tours, college/departmental websites, advising guides
and course catalog

➤

Display promotional materials on study abroad throughout
campus (KEI major cards, posters, etc.)

➤

Conduct presentations on study abroad, funding
opportunities and international internships

➤

Exhibit information on study abroad at admissions events,
career fairs, international festivals or other campus events

➤

Collaborate with KEI!!!

QUESTIONS &
COMMENTS?
KEIabroad.org
800.831.5095
info@KEIabroad.org
KEIabroad
KEIabroad

